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● What we know they 

raised and the tools 

they used

● Other crops they likely 

raised

● Hunting, fishing and 

gathering

● Indigenous foods

● Letitia as a direct 

marketer

● Letitia as a farmer in 

Douglas County ► OSU Soap Creek Beef Ranch cattle



Platte County, Missouri (1877)

● Letitia may have had extensive 
agricultural experience prior to 
coming to Oregon

● David farmed in NC and Missouri
● Platte County, Missouri highly 

agricultural in mid-19th century
○ Cattle
○ Grains
○ Hay
○ Tree fruit

● Many of the same crops and 
livestock Letitia and David raised in 
Oregon



Oregon Trail foods

● Basic foodstuffs required of all 
emigrants “excepting infants” on the 
1845 Oregon Trail

○ 150 lbs of flour or 100 lbs of flour and 75 
lbs of (corn) meal per person

○ 50 lbs of bacon per person
● No consuming “ardent spirits”
● Carsons had provisions for four 

people
● Supplemented by game and possibly 

wild fruit sourced along the trail

Chart from “The McNemmees and Tetherows with 

the Migration of 1845: Organization Documents of 

that Migration,” by Fred Lockley, Oregon Historical 

Quarterly, December 1924



Appraisal of David Carson’s estate property, Dec. 7, 1852



Other crops likely raised by the Carsons

● Subsistence crops – cabbage, turnips, 

peas, beans

● Grains such as oats, barley, wheat, 

buckwheat

● Melons, pumpkins

● Seed from Hudson’s Bay Co. Fort 

Vancouver and possibly general stores in 

Oregon City

● Soil types in Soap Creek limited what 

could be grown and where – pastures vs. 

riparian areas
►Hudson’s Bay Company Fort Vancouver in 

1845



Most Soap Creek 

Valley settlers 

planted orchards

● Carsons likely planted an 

orchard

● Scion wood possibly from 

Ft. Vancouver

● Trees from Lewelling & 

Meek Nursery after 1847

● Trees just beginning to 

bear in 1852

Ad for the Lewelling & Meek Nursery, Weekly 

Oregon Statesman, Sept. 16, 1851



Fruit trees on the 

Carson land today

► Extant apple and pear trees on the Carson DLC

● Most fruit trees on 

site today are likely 

seedlings

● These two trees 

could be extant 

from the Carson 

era



Soil Types on the Carson Estate Donation Land Claim
From the UC-Davis Soil Web



Hunting, fishing and gathering

Deer, elk, geese, trout, crayfish, and wild cherries are among the 

foodstuffs that the Carsons may have found on their land.



Indigenous Foods

● Foods like wild cherries likely 

utilized by new emigrants

● Some historians indicate that 

emigrants did not adopt the 

use of many Indigenous foods 

such as Camas



Letitia as a direct marketer

Given the quantity of livestock 

the Carsons were raising (hogs 

and cattle), it is likely they were 

selling surplus foodstuffs

● Selling to and/or bartering 

with neighbors

● Selling to nearby stores 

(Marysville/Corvallis)

● Selling to travelers on the 

nearby Applegate Trail –

California gold rush starting 

in 1849

Carson homestead site

Applegate Trail



Letitia’s Douglas County

Farmstead

● Homestead Act claim in 

1863; patent in 1868

● Improvements – dwelling, 

outbuildings

● Remnants of an orchard 

today

● Likely raised cattle and other 

livestock

● Timber? ►View to the southwest of Letitia’s Homestead Act land 
claim in June 2024
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