Letitia Carson,
America’s First Black
Homesteader?

Zachary Stocks

Executive Director
Oregon Black Pioneers



An Act to secure Homesteads to actual Settlers on
the Public Domain, enacted May 20, 1862
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To be eligible, applicants must, on
and after the date of Jan. 1, 1863...

= Be head of a family OR be
21+ years old; AND

= Have never taken up arms
against the United States; AND

n Be a citizen of the United States,
or have filed a declaration of
intent to become one.

John A. Brown homestead (1881-1888),
Warm Springs, Oregon
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Letitia Carson Homestead Affidavit, June 17, 1863. “Her mark X" indicates that she filed in person.




FIRST PATENTS®
State Office Name and Date
Kansas Topeka Anson Eddy, Jan. 5, 1869 *
California San Francisco James Casey, May 25, 1869 ®
Colorado Denver Andrew McPhetus, Sept. 1, 1869

lowa Council Bliffs August Mathicnsen, Sept. 1, 1869
Fort Dodge Henry Paterson, Sept. 1, 1869
Des Moines Orin Holdbrook, Sept. 1, 1869

Minncsota Greenleaf John Fitzgerald, Sept. 1, 1869
Taylor Falls John Maloy, Sept. 1, 1869
St. Cloud John Thuldshein, Sept. 1, 1869
St. Peter Safer F. Rebstin, Sept. 1, 1869

Nebraska Brownville Daniel Freeman, Sept. 1, 1869
Omaha Jacob Zimmerman, Sept. 1, 1869

Washington Olympia Wm. F. Brand, Sept. 1 ,1869
Vancouver Joseph Fletcher, Sept. 1, 1869

Wisconsin Eau Claire Charles Bagg, Sept. 1, 1869
Falls St. Croix Anton Primeaux, Sept. 1, 1869
La Crosse George E. Rosman, Sept. 1, 1869

* These were the first patents recorded in the United States and cach was noted in the Land Office books at the
State offices as being No. 1, Volume 1, Page 1, Patent Books.

AFor some unexplained reason, the Topeka office received patents months before any other office. There were 105
final certificates patented Jan. 5, 1869, there. Eddy was recorded as Entryman No. 1, Jan. 3, 1863, and Final
Certificate No. 1, Jan. 3, 1868.

B There were 44 others with final certificates also patented in San Francisco the same date and another 92 patents
recorded June 1, 1869, at San Francisco. Casey was entryman No. 22, Feb. 4, 1863, and Final Certificate No. 1,
March 9, 1868.

Earliest Homestead patents, from Plante, Charles, and Ray H. Mattison. “The ‘First’' Homestead.” Agricultural History 36, no.
4 (1962): 183-93. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3741132.
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Company E, 4th U.S. Colored Infantry, at Fort Lincoln (Washington DC), ca. 1863.
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Original homesteaders cabin, Homestead National Monument, Beatrice, NE.



An Act to enable
Soldiers, Sailors and
Heirs to Acquire
Homesteads on
Public Lands

CHAP. LXXXV.—4n Acto enable honorably discharged
Widaws and orphan m&&umnm-m-puukmy

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represeniatives of the
&alaofAm-n'c:,c'n Gmgaam&bd,j’;['hnewrypdnt{lddh
officer who has served in the army of the United States duri .
rebellion for ni days, or more, and who was hon nd o
has remained loyal to the t, incl the troops mustered into
the sarvice of the United third section of an act &

hm:}ig hon

during ghe rebellion, for ninety days, and who was honorably discharged,
mdhﬁ.minedhynwmwma,mmwmplmmm“ﬂv
provisions of an act entitled “ An act to secure homesteads to actual set-
tlers on the public domsin,” and the acts amendatory thereof, as herein-

after m be entitled to enter upon and receive patents for a quantity

of public lands (not mineral) not exceeding one hundred and

sixty acres,

or one quarter-section, to be taken in compact form according to legal sub-

divigions, including the alternate reserved sections of public lmda:l%:xlgtho

line of any railroad or other public work, not otherwise reserved or appro-

ghnd,mdothuhndammwmuymderthbommhmo!tho
nited said homestead

States : Provided, settler shall be allowed six , Settlement,
after locating his homestead within which to commence his setsle- S0, may be
ment and improvement: 4nd vded also, That the time which the home- ia, &e.
the army, navy, or marine corps aforesaid,  Certain time to
heretofore required to perfoct title, or if Dé deducted-
discharged on account of wounds received, or ility incarred in the line
of duty, then the term of enlistment shall be from the time here-
required to perfect title, without reference to the 1 of time he
may have served: Provided, however, That no patent issne to Patent not to
homestead settler who has not resided upon, improved, and cultivated his issue uatil, &o.
said homestead for a period of at least one year after he shall commence
his improvements as aforesaid.
SEec. 2. That any person entitled under the provisions of the
section to enter a homestead, who may have heretofore entered under the

VOL. XVil. PuB.— 4
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(left) William Davis homestead patent certificate, Oct. 1, 1870
(right) 1900s photo of Davis house.
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~ AN | Recorder vof the General Land Office.

(left) Kaili Hoopiiana homestead patent certificate, Feb. 27, 1901
(above) Photo of a Native Hawaiian farming family, 1900
(Wikimedia Commons).



Was Letitia Carson
the first African
American in the
nation to receive a
Homestead patent
in the nation?

Letitia Carson homestead patent certificate,

Oct. 1, 1869

WHEREAS, There has been deposited, in the General Land Office of the United States a Certificate of the
Register of the Land Ofice at 4, o weherehy it appenrs
that, pursuant to the Act of Congress approved 20th Muy, 1862, “To Secure Homesteads to Actual Settlers on
Fho Prblic Domain,” ani the els supplemental ihersto, thoe olaim of XeLikia. Cararn

has been established and duly wluummled, in conformity to law, for the
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according to the Official Plat of the Survey of the said Land, returned to the General Land Ofice by
Surveyor General.
NOW, KNOW VE, That thers is, therefore. granted by the United States unto the said
the tract of land above describ
10 HAVE AND 10 HOLD the said triet of Land, with the appurtenances therenf, unto the =
e ‘( 1 « Gacdon and to b his h,
orever; subject to any vested and. accrued water vights for mining, agricultural, manifactur
or other purposes, and vights to ditches and veservoirs used in connection with such water r g 1
recognized and acknowledged by the local eustoms, laws and decisions of Courts, and wlso subject to the rigit
the proprietar of a vein or lode, to extract and remave his ore therefrom, should the same be found to penetrat
intesec the premises herehy grante, s o ided by law,
1% rESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1, (Wl duts ¥ Lot £
States of Anierica, have caused these Lettors to be mal
the General Land Office to be hereunto affixed.
Given u y hand, at the City of Wash
dayof (
dred and <

Stades the ons

BY THE Pi

Fited for Recordt at

Deputy.
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E3 GLO_California Ho... E3 GLO_Colorado Ho... duri Hom...

w fx Accession
A B C D E F: H 1

Names Date Meridian

Accession . Doc # State Twp - Rng Aliquots  Sec. # County
WI1010  .025 ORR, ANTHONY J

WI1010
WI1010
WI1010

.026 THOMAS, WILLIAM R
.027 MILAN, MARTIN
.028 HALPIN, STEPHEN

WI1010 029 JANSEN, JACOB

WI1010 030 LOCKWOOD, THEODORE

Ed GLO_Nebraska Ho... Ed GLO_Ohio Homest...

WI1010 .024 BOVEE, SILAS L

WI1010
WI1010

.023 TIERNEY, PETER
022 NICOL, ALEXANDER
WI1010 021 TEASDALE, JOHN

WI1010
WI1010

.020 FRANCIS, PETER
.019 BARRY, JAMES
WI1010 .018 SHELL, SAMUEL

WI1010
WI1010

.017 SPENCER, ALPHEUS

016 WALLER, MARIA, WALLER, DAVID
WI1010 .015 ROBERSON, JOHN
WI1010 014 GADBAUR, WILLIAM
WI1010  .013 STARK, CHRISTOPHER

WI1010
WI1010

.012 HEISEN, FREDERICK
.011 GILL, WILLIAM

9/1/1869
9/1/1869
9/1/1869
9/1/1869
9/1/1869
9/1/1869
9/1/1869

9/1/1869
9/1/1869

9/1/1869

9/1/1869
9/1/1869

9/1/1869

9/1/1869
9/1/1869

9/1/1869

9/1/1869

9/1/1869

9/1/1869
9/1/1869

48 WI
49 WI
51 WI
52 WI
53 WI
56 WI
47 WI

46 WI
45 WI

44 WI

43 WI
39 Wi

37 WI

36 WI
34 WI

24 Wi

23 Wi

22 Wi

21 Wi
20 WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI
4th PM - 1831 MN/WI
4th PM - 1831 MN/WI
4th PM - 1831 MN/WI
4th PM - 1831 MN/WI
4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI
4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI
4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI
4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

4th PM - 1831 MN/WI
4th PM - 1831 MN/WI

022N - 006W
022N - 006W
024N - 004W
021N - 011W
023N - 005W
023N - 005W
012N - 003W
012N - 003W
023N - 010W
023N - 010W
023N - 005W
023N - 005W
021N - 011W
018N - 004W
018N - 004W
018N - 004W
018N - 004W
018N - 004W
018N - 009W
018N - 009W
019N - 003W
019N - 003W
024N - 005W
012N - 006W
012N - 006W
016N - 005W
016N - 005W
018N - 002W
018N - 002W
018N - 002W
018N - 002W
019N - 002W
015N - 002W

WY2SWYs
NEYSW'a
NY%2NWY
NWYNWYe
SEViNWYa
NE¥%SW'a
SWYSE%
EV:SWY
SY:SEYs
SEVSWY%
SWYNEYa
SEViNWYa
NEY:NEY:
SW¥NEYa
NWYSEYs
SW¥NEYa
NWYSEYa
NE¥%SW'a
SWYNEYa
SEViNWYa
WY2NEY4
SV:NWY
NY2NEYa
SWYSWYa
NY%2NWY
NE¥:NEY:
NWYNWYe
SEViNEY
NEYSEY
NWYSWYa
SWYNWYa
SV2SWY
WY2NEVa

12 Jackson
12 Jackson
32 Clark

14 Buffalo
20 Jackson
20 Jackson
21 Vernon
21 Vernon

8 Buffalo

8 Buffalo
28 Jackson
28 Jackson
23 Buffalo
27 Monroe
27 Monroe
26 Monroe
26 Monroe
26 Monroe
22 Trempealeau
22 Trempealeau
23 Monroe
23 Monroe
34 Jackson
18 Vernon

19 Vernon

21 LA Crosse
22 LA Crosse
24 Monroe
24 Monroe
12 Monroe
12 Monroe
36 Monroe
33 Monroe
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