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An Act to secure Homesteads to actual Settlers on 
the Public Domain, enacted May 20, 1862



To be eligible, applicants must, on 
and after the date of Jan. 1, 1863…

■ Be head of a family OR be
21+ years old; AND

■ Have never taken up arms 
against the United States; AND

■ Be a citizen of the United States, 
or have filed a declaration of 
intent to become one.

John A. Brown homestead (1881-1888),
Warm Springs, Oregon 



Letitia Carson Homestead Affidavit, June 17, 1863. “Her mark X” indicates that she filed in person.



Earliest Homestead patents, from  Plante, Charles, and Ray H. Mattison. “The ‘First’ Homestead.” Agricultural History 36, no. 
4 (1962): 183–93. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3741132.



Company E, 4th U.S. Colored Infantry, at Fort Lincoln (Washington DC), ca. 1863.



Original homesteaders cabin, Homestead National Monument, Beatrice, NE.



An Act to enable 
Soldiers, Sailors and 
Heirs to Acquire 
Homesteads on 
Public Lands



(left) William Davis homestead patent certificate, Oct. 1, 1870
(right) 1900s photo of Davis house.



(left) Kaili Hoopiiana homestead patent certificate, Feb. 27, 1901
(above) Photo of a Native Hawaiian farming family, 1900
(Wikimedia Commons).



Was Letitia Carson 
the first African 
American in the 
nation to receive a 
Homestead patent 
in the nation?

Letitia Carson homestead patent certificate, 
Oct. 1, 1869







Thank You!


